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Salahuddin's Urban Sight

Kazi Salahuddin Ahmed is rather unique amongst the celebrated mlddle age.l atists of Bangla
desh in the sense that he never attended a formal inshtution of ine arts to train h mself ln the
profession He received his university educahon inthesocia sciences, n lnternahonal Re ations
to be more specific, but it was painting that captured h s imaglnation and subsequenfly his whole
bein8 He took to fine afts as a full Lime occupation and has survived so far as a free ance artist

Salahudd n s a clty person, he was born in Dhaka ( n 1953) and has a ways llved here, ear er in

old Dhaka and now ln what is known as New Dhaka. He is a city arttst and an artist of the city
All a ong since his appearance as an artist he has tried to depict the city in its many facets not
however ln ts realistic mage rather in the Surreal image o[ a decaying c ty, ke in parts of old
Dhaka, buildings crumbling down or a whole cityscape gasping in utter chaos

Kevin Lynch, th-. MIT professor of City planning, in his 1962 book, lmage of the City, now almost

a cassic, had ntroduced fve elements of a city whlch formed mages in its residents The
eements are landmarks, nodes, paths, d strlcts and edges These are al physica or visua
elements and may be eas ly depicted by photographers ancl artists The athtude. techniou-^ and
style of representah'on would however vary from artist to artist

A Master pa nter of Bangladesh Abdur Razzaque (1935 2005) distingu shed himself as an arhst

of Dhaka City, spontaneousiy depicting the changing faces of the city between 1950 and 2004
Hrs sty e transformed from rea istic representationa to abstract expression st. Some of the Lynch
elernents of the city, such as the Burh ganga river fronl (the Edge) or New Elephant Road (the
Path) rece ved his attenhon.

Sa ahLrddin is a youngerartrst (b 1953)whohasdevoteclhisartisticcareersofartothepoftraya

of Dhaka His stye has varied from semi abstract, surrea to abstract expressionist in painting,
and to post modernist insta ations and symbo c collages Sa ahuddin has been verv flexib e in
the selection of dimens on of his works varying frorn miniature compositjons to rnammoth size
co ages (like the Utter Chaos, 2012), and other large installations ln terms of choice of mecliLtm
n painting, he has worked ln oil, acrylic or mixed media. He a so develops his medium to paint
upon, such as in the present show at Shipangan Ga ery, he uses a new mediLrm by pasting
course c oth on paper and app ying thick impasto of pigments He uses spatLl a or knife more
than the brush to paint Rich texture is created in the course of pa nhnB The colours are Bener-
a y oF mixed nature applied layer after layer.
The city or the urbanscape ls Sa ahuddin's favorite subject, one rnay ca it his only theme. n his
soo show in October 2015, he named the show the Organic Cty, an earlier one held ln
Co ombo (2009) was ht ed Rhythm of a City The present solo is called the Urban Sight

n the p.esent exhibitron, somewhat like in the 2015 show, most of Sa ahuddins works are in
abstract express onist mode although many composibons aiso depict fam iar forms of urban
fringe deve opments The co our combinations are shades of green, blue and red and with some
black and white spaces. Technique of applicahon of co our is patches, appl ed by spatula rather
than of lines in brush Most of the composittons are rectangu aT or square with a few as vertical
compositions He arranges hs compositions wth one colour genera y dominahng and other
coloLrrs complementing. Thus some paintings are overwhelmingly green, some b ue, some ye ow
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)2 Urbon Sight-1, ol& wood duston popel 81 3x8l 3cm.2ol6
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Urbon S ghl7 oil& wood dunon poper, 81 3xel3cm.20l6
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urbon sght 2. ol &wood dusl on poper, 8l 3x81 3 crn,20l6
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Llrbon Sight I E, ol & wood dlst on poper, 70 x 43 cm, 2Ot 6
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