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Dematerialisation of Reality

The process s sponlanecus and even brash, but the cutcome rather enchanting, lo sum up Kazi Salahuddin's werk one miay kick start with this line,
He = a pro artist, bt behind his prolificacy thee is 2 dcgg..dy determined man with eyes set on a painterly art form LhaL d(-,\,._ oped troughout the
last decade o the previous century Last twelve years of his career was the time of reclziming his dentity; wi ed to tre circumstances in

real wiorld, anc it was also 2 tme that saw wim declaim, through bis images of course, @ whale specirum of responses Lo thal werld, His inrer world, as
15 fus arl reveals, consists of a duel tendency. One is his awareness of the place he lives in, the old part of Ohaka in his case, and the ather 5 his stu-
ciously nustured taste for a rescnating methed of art that thrives or ctile faclors,

his interpretation of his reality Togather empawer hinn with the artistic drive that helps sustan fis creatve action. What may seem
stent effort. In lew of what Salahucdin went

The method of a-t and
facile, and & creation of a spur of the momens, is really a cultivated ethos that d"velcped after yeass of pe
through in his early vears, the continuous hard wark and the intermittent cre
aesthetic language, he is ene arist who keeps on searching for ways (o

Salahuddn's artistic made, is the made of the realist sone venturing deep into the expressionst zone. H angma es fram the real subject matters
Ike dlanidated buildings, irregular constructions and expansive spaces alon g the city skirts, These empincal sources are s arm's length, and they leave
their imprassion in the artist's mind, which he with s nonacademically incined methed of execution keeps r:sl‘apmg during his act of paintng [his
process of reshiaping, ir the end, tales on & new mearing, as the process itsel” thrives on both contra and pro-construction acs, Bven when he comoletes
a picture in ore ga,which ke ofter doss, his image 15 rocted in a dialectical means - one can ervisage him putting on colours, forms and structures and
then wping them out by scraoing colours off and applying newer layers, Reshaping, for Kazi Salahudding s an acl of displacng and disorganising Lhe a-L
slements in order {o regrganise them, This is the fontier the artist now comfortably trudges, and this s the way he goes on to seek far newer avanues
to cxpression.

At the onset of a rew millenniurn, 7is art is becoming 2 Bit fracured, fragmenitec. In the latest vield, the morphed structures seem to be tuning them-

selves mare to the princizles of formal abstraction, He s ordering nis images in a new way This rigorous application of form we had never before seen
in Salanuddin's worle at least not in the manner he applied them this time. Thaugh the tondency to regress into the painterly abstraction is net totaly
new in him, His successful forays always hreatened to have dematerialised into that very force that is the ecstasy of creation. This accurred in his pant-
ing anly while the end transcended the elements in use, leaving signs of the  creative struggle with the process during creation. But what these big ail-
on-canvases present is canstructicns thel have, it seems Lo the behaolder, centres of gravity (to which the fragmerts orient themselees) in or outside the
pairting, and thus the fragmeris are uncompromisingly locked togethen The wacle composition revea's a stationary condition if not completely torpid in
exprossion, This is certainly new.

IHis smzller wor<s retain the vitality of the former Salanuddin They are approprately titled Broken Image, Here the process of demateralisatic

delectzble conseauances. In many a work the swiring, farce’ll wielding of the brush engulfs the recognisatile elements resulting in an ahstraction that
remain intensely emative. The gns v imzges of the crumbling structures set against landscapes pcrhaps are things of the past, but the sense of
ment is stl evoked The mirmisation of zolour is one thirg that this artist 1zs devalopec in last faw years, Many imagss on paper ars dene in sngle hue.
Black anc grey seem to have helped to engineer 2 lot of compositior. These distinctly dernaterialised constructions sometimes veer to the late Miro sim-
pleity, sometmes smply dotes on a jumble of forms and brush strokes.

The artist calls this process - deconstruction, implying a methed of breaking down of the elernents and spaces into a creative (ree, These worls Laes
their cue from the works of Morirul Islim. Bul they <o not thrve in borrowing, rather they utlse the emotive fool that works behind creation. Creation
i5 the buzzward in Salahuddin's domain, and it is neatly bound up with emotion and it's wide ramificatior in the domain of art, The idea of arl as a vehi-
cle of passicn bores deap in him, and the work that suscinetly expresses this can be considered the epitome of Salahuddn's creation.

Mustafa Zaman
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