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Reality, Reflections and the Avenues to Expression

Kazi Salahuddin, a seff-laught and o prolific artist, has always been in inlimale ferms with his surroundings. The spectacles =z e
dilapidaled lenemenls and the crumbling structures of Old Dhaka present, among which he lives and works, are observed with o xe=-
eye and Iranslated into pictorial dictions, The world that Salahuddin treads upon is more in tune with subjeclive considerations whe-s
the severity and the bite of the real is sublimated to make way for the individual expression. But the residues of the real, whicn o=
his vehicle, are omnipresent in his domain and seem to speak volumes for the urban conditions unique to Dhaka

The subjectivity of the artisl's vision ofien invokes an elegiac mood But his elegiac tone does nol overwhelm us with pathos 2ur
certainly raise a few questions aboul our human condilions Salahuddin's images do not trigger fear or alarm as the all consuming
atmospheric gloom is not there Io fill one wilh o sense of foreboding but to accentuate the drama of the real--wreckage, debris er
acting as slimulants--bolh visual and visceral. Salahuddin throws o dramatic light upon the scenes of the aftermath exposing all the
scars left from the pasl inviling interpretations and speculations on the part of the beholder.

He acknowledges the real and reacts in a subtle way. Sense perceptions rather then intellectual probing are brought into action te
discern and define his reality. As such, he never ceases to take into reckoning the visual aspects along wilh the psychological jolts thas
resull from Ihe artist s intense encounter with his subjects, the condition that alsa informs his style. He does not record the real but tries
lo allude Io it by means of extreme extrusions-bolh menlal and physical. While constructing his elements Salahuddin makes use of the
geslural aspecls of painlings, colours are an integral part of his idiem and they range from somber to vivid. If the end results are ary
cue, during execulion, al some poinl, the realist abdicates and the romanticist takes on. His usual signature images are rooted ir
conflict lhat takes place between the two poles of vision-- the real and the ‘maginary. Perhaps this is what makes his images se fraughr
with emelional energy

Salahuddin's relentless aggression, in last ten years or so, info the artistic domain had produced works that before seeing a sleady
progression of o siyle, sroyed and bronched out in varicus directions but were not aliogether Iruilless, o they lock him through o
good grounding in oil painting While search for authenticity went an, it is in the mid "#0s that he combortobly ploced himself on o
firm footing with his landscape-like works on paper employing generous paint-heawy brushworks and daubs and patches of spatula
Ihat seems suitable for his subjects that explores features of the ramshackle surrourdings and disorderly expansions of the city in the
old part of Dhaka. These works, done in cil, are also marked by their expansive special projection that has become his main focus
lately. As his cityscapes had gradually been diversified over the years through inclusion of scenes from the city fringe— showing vast
fellow lond and those almost dried out marshes that are strewn with garbage. in this exhibition the proficiency of his craft also permits
him to dake on o few new challenget rasulting in newer picterial salufiens. His somewhat deeory themaes ora offset by the presents of
wirks thal appeal mare o the moanipulative force of speoe and forms. The emative power thal he exerts in his city-painfings ieems 1o

fodter o limtle in ks top for oul odvertures

Had his subjects bean, for him, just plain objects of conlemplotion It weuld have became articulated in o lnder vosce-with sress en
ihe |.'|J:'r|'.||_'|‘|'|l of cadencs rather than the haaraensss most of the bme fay reveal, He opls Lar the grulf, tawivrad and aho resonofing ione
that to a certain extend brings out the anguish and discontentment of an urbanite. Bul does he portend terminality of his times. Does
his sty odmil of psychesocial or sven existentiol sxplonation® To make sense of Solohuddin's body af wark ane Y poshy leove
these questions unanswered, His works undaubledly tend 1o appead 1o the viswal cantiderations et leod the viewars ints tha wicinizy
where psychotropic action is in effect but one can indispulably conclude that the strenglh and breadth of meaning of his works surpass
their empirical source

Whatever the affect of Salahiddin®s resignations t6 differing and varied tendencies, mest of the fime, the selerencas from the real
world without ore sshjacied to permutofians to conferm 1o the warld withn, His aesthabc considerofions are linked uneguvocothy with
seferences; what may be considered kilsch, as subject matters, in highbeow oesthetic, far Salahuddin they are an OpproxEmnhy M
of expression.

Mustafa Zaman
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Kazi Salahauddin Ahmed
Born: 13th September, 1963, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Education
1986 - Mss International Relafions, University of Dhaka.
1985 - Bss {hons.) Infernational Relations University of Dhaka.
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1999 - In?:lin-ﬂunghdﬂsh Art Camp Orgtinized by Kolkoto Nondanic, India.

1995 - Matal ‘-.ﬂu'fnthilﬂ.:, Conducted by Suzanne Bentan af The Inslitste of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka
1989 - Art Histary Art Appreciation Course Banglodesh Shilpokala Academy, Dhaka.

Award

2000 - 2nd Prize In Abstract and Surrealism, 25th Annivarsary International Miniotere Art Show. MASF, LISA,

1998 - Honorable Mention Award, 65th Miniature Fainters, Sculpturas And Grovers Society of Washington D.C. USA.
1998 - 2nd Prize In Absiract Art and Surredlism, 13t Taas International Minicture Art Exhibition, Bangladesh

1997 - 1st Prize In Abstract Art 12th Georgia Miniature Art Inc. USA.

1996 - 4th Prize In The 12th Annual Juried Miniature Art Exhibition. Long Island USA.

1995 - Honorable Mention Award In The 10th Georgia Miniature Art Society Inc. USA.

Solo Exhibition
2001- Seas Art Studios And Gallery, Adelaide, Australia
Lo Galerie, Alliance Francoise, Dhoka. Bangladesh.
2001 - Birla Academy of Art and cullure, Kalkata, India
2000 - Art Kensaull, Mew Delhi, India.
2000 - Solo Miniature Painting Exhibition, Gallery De Alliance Farancise, Dhaka.
1999 - Gallery 21, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
1998 - Tourist Service Center, Katmandu, Nepadl.
1998 - Shajahon Art Gallery, Mew Delhi, India.
1997 - High Commission OF Indian Cultural Center Gallery, Dhoka, Bangladesh
1997 - Gallery De Allionce Francaise, Dhoka Bengladesh,
1995 - Zainul Gollary, |nstitute OF Fine Arts, University of Dhoka Bonglodash.
1994 - Lo Gallery Dhaka Bangladesh.
1993 - Gallery De Alliance Francaise, Dhaka Bangladesh.
1987 - T.S.C Universify of Dhaka Banglodesh.



Group Exhibition

2001- Ist Young Artists Exhibition of Japan-Bangladesh.

2001- 4th International Exhibition of Miniture And Small Pictures, SAMAP, France

2001- Paper Mill Playhouse International Miniture Art Exhibition. Nj. USA

2001- 14th Naitional Art Exhibition of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy. Bangladesh

2001- 1st Biennale Art Exhibition, Bangladesh Charushipi Sangsad nation al Museum, Dhaka, Bangladesh
2000 - Contemporary Art from Bangladesh, Exhibition in China.

2000 -The sixth International Biennial of Miniature Art,Yugoslavia.

2000 - Third International Exhibition of Miniture And Small Pictures, SAMAP, France

2000 - Paper Mill Playhouse International Miniture Art Exhibition. Nj. USA.

2000 - 25th Anniversary International Miniture Art Show, MASF, USA

1999 - 9th Asian Art Biennial, Dhaka, Bangladesh

1999 - 17th Annual Juried Miniature Art Exhibifion, Long Island, USA.

1999 - The Art of The Miniature Vi, The Snow Gooses Gallery, U.S A,

1999 - Sonar Bangladesh At Artoday, New Delhi, India

1998 - Remembering Vigo Internafional Mail Art Exhibition, Argenfina

1998 - 13th National Art Exhibition, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
1998 - 65th Miniature Painters, Sculptures And Grovers Society of Washington D.c. USA
1998 - 30th painters Exhibition From Bangladesh Osaka, Tokyo, Nagoya, Kyoto, Japan.
1998 - 12th Miniature Painters, Sculptures And Grovers Socicty of Washington D.c USA.
1998 - 12th Young Arfists Art Exhibition Shilpakala Academy, Chitiagong, Bangladesh.
1997 - 12th Georgia Miniature Art Inc, USA.

1997 - 64th Miniature Painters, Sculptures And Grovers Society of Washington D.C USA,
1997 - 8th Asia Art Biennial, Dhaka, Bangladesh,

1996 - 12th Annual Juried Miniature Art Exhibition, Long Island, USA.

1996 - 12th National Art Exhibition, Bangladesh, Shilpakala Academy, Dhaka. Bangladesh.
1996 - 11th Young Artist s Art Exhibition, Shilpakala Academy, Dhaka. Babgladesh.

1996 - Three Man Show, Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh
1995 - 10th Georgia Miniature Art Inc. USA.

1995 - 2nd Tone National Miniature Art Competition Dhaka, Bangladesh.

1995 - Metal Sculpture Exhibition Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Asts, Dhako University, Banglodesh
1994 - 11th National Art Exhibition, Shilpakala Acadermy, Dhake, Bangladesh,

1994 - 10th Young Artists Art Competition Shilpakala Acodemy, Dhake, Banglodash.

1993 - 1st Tone National Miniture Art Competition Dhaka, Bangladesh.

1993 - 6th Asian Art Biennial, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

1993 - 15th Montana Miniture Art Society Internaticnal Show, LISA

1992 - 10th National Art Exhibition, Shilpakala Acadermy, Dhake, Bangladesh.

1988 - 8th Young Artists Art Exhibition, Shilpakala Accdemy, Dhake, Bangladesh.

1987 - Victory Day Art Exhibition, Shilpakala Academy, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Present Position- Freelance Artist
Studio - 42, Rup Lal Das Lane, Shambazar, Dhaka-1100, Bangladesh. Tel : 7116474, e-mail : ksa@bol-online.com
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