CITY OF MEMORIES
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I hve in the older part of Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh. Built by the Mughals from the | 5th century onwards this part
of Dhaka developed as the provincial centre of commerce for the then Eastern Bengal. Inspite of the British
colonialisalion. ils nature had remained essentially the sume for centuries, This was characterised by a unigue urban
culture. complete with its separate dialect and a particular way of Life where demarcation lines between private Jives and
community activitics interceded and blurred. The lives ol peoples here were marked by the joy of closeness and a leeling
ofbelongingness, This is perhaps best reflected in the architecture. The closcly built structures, the intrecate pattern of the
roads, the doors and windows that opened directly on to the main alleys reflect the closcly kit nature and the penness of
the commmunity

With the advent of mordernity all that is changing. Dhaka is now a capital city and the pressures of urbanisation and
development is resulting in the loss of a unique way of life, Commerce has always been the heart ol old Dhaka but the
current level of commercialisation cannot be contained within its contines. As a resullt, marzinalisation and decay has
become the order of the day, All around me lives and structures keep falling apart. Viewed from the dominant paradigm
old Dhaka has come completely irreleveant and perhaps even unwanted

The main objective of my work is ro break the stereotvpes constructed by this dominant paradigm. I belive that old Dhaka
has much to offer especially in terms of the advent of individualism that has wrought havoc in our socicty. The bondings
and the rogetherness. the nighbourhood and the belongingness, all these can essentiaily provide solace 1n the highly
compeltitive enviornment of the present day. My work is, therefore, focused Lo reinvent the old city. The interpretations
offer, are attempts to potray from a (reasure trove of memories, a way of hfe that il allowed to become extinel which
leaves us hallow and emipty

The forms, compositions, colours and the structures are all reflecuve of this central ideology. It incorporates elements
from my childhood memorics. aspects of daily existance and is blended together to reflect the fantastic chythm. music

smell and texturc of the old city

Kazi Salahwddin Ahmed
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Kazi Salahuddin Ahmed
Born : 13th September, 1963, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Fducation
1995
1989
1986
1985

Award
1908
[QOR
19497
1996
1995

Pelietit] Wethliop, Conducted by Soennme Bendon of the matinse of Fine Ans, University of Dhaka
Art histoey sud At Appreciotion course, Shilpakala Acodeiny, Dioka

MEE Interpmtiomal Belosions, Univessiy of Dbk

BEE (Honsl Inlermational Relations, Usiversity of Dhok.

Harwsraible Mentign Awiird. f5ih Ministre Ppimiers, Sculptures and Grovers Society of Washington D.C. USA
dnd Prize in Ahstract Art Ust Tone Intemnotionnd Miniare An Exbebition, Rangladesi

Ist Frize in Abstract Arl 12th Georgia Miniature Art Inc USA

4th Prize in the 12th Annual Juned Miniature Art Exhibition, Long island USA

Honorable Mention Award in the 10th Gemgia Minfature At Soiciety Inc, USA




Solo Exhibition
1999 - Gailery 21, Dhaka, Bangladesh,

1998 - Tournst Service Center, Kathimunudu, Nepal

1998 - Bhajahon A Gallery, Bew Delhi, Trdi,

1957 . High Commigion of Indan Colivnil Center Callery, Dhaks, Baniloded

1997 = Cpallery e Adbiance Froneals, Dakn, Banslsded,

1995 - Fainef Gallery, fretiute of Foe A, Universiny of Pk, Bangladesh

1994 - La-Gallery, Dhaka, Bangladesh,

1993 - irallery Tie Allionge Froncais, [Hokn, Bongladesh,

| 987 . TAL Universily :r‘l'ﬂh_ui'q, I.iu.nghd.ﬂh.

Group Exhibifion

1999 - Bangladeshi Painter Show at Artoday, New Delhi, [ndia

[ - "Remembering Vige® Infemistionnd Mail Ar Exbibition, Arpentina,

R . | 3th Mabional A Exhibrinm, Banglabesh, Shilpnkaln Acndemy, Disks, Baniglacesl,
R - It Tone Inlereatioml Movatere A Exhibition, Baogladesh.

R - bSch Mo Fainters, Sewlpiuees and Crovers Soaclory of Wasbingion [hE, USA
s - R0 Painters Exhibition from Bingladesh". Orpkon, Japan,

[l gtk - | 2th Youop Ariwt's A Exhibition Shilpokuln Academy, Chitsgong, Bangludesh
1998 - The-Ar of the Mrmntwrs W, Th Snow Giooses Dallery, U754

1997 - 12th Gemgia Minjature Arl Inc USA

19T - bdih Mot Fainbers, Sculpiunes and Cieovers Society of Washmgten [ USAL
|y - Bals Asion At Bieonial. Oleaka, Baneladesh.

1996 - 12th Annual Juried Miniature Art Exhibition, Lowg island LS4

195G - I Zth Matipnal Ar Fxhibrion, Bangladesh, Shilpokals Acnderny, Dhaloi, Bangladesh,

[RILTH Vi Woung Artesd's Ari Exbibabom, Shilpakiady Acaalemy, Bhaki Uimglabash
1996 Three Man Show Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Aris, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh

[9sr - H0th Uroerzan Mimahise A loe, USA
({1925 - 2ad Tone Sytionol Miriasre An Compenion ks, Busglidesh
995 - Metnl Sculpiure Exbibition Zaiil Gollerys Institule of Fing Aris, Dhaks Lnvamsiny, Bangladesh

[ HHIS | Ttk Anmual Juned Mumietare Ar Exhibebaon, Liang sland TSAC

15y - | Eik Magional A Exloblisen Sldlpeckaln Academy, Dhake, Banglndesh

|4y - (0ih Youne Artist's Aut Exhibition Shilpaduln Acsdeny, Dhiskn. Bangbadesh.
1994 - Lot Toie Matiosal Minjae An Competition Dhalo, Bosgiodesh

1993 = ith Asian Ar Blennial, Dhaka, Banglodesh

141493 s | 5th dontimag Mponturo Art Socicty Inlematsono] Sheia 05 A,

[ L¥ e - 10ch Madivnal Al Exbibaion Shilpakala Acadeeny, Dlaka] Bungladesl

1951 - Bl Young Artiscs At Exhiboeen Shilpakalo scodemy, Bliaka, Bongadesh
58T - Wiciory Doy At Exhibitsen Shifpakals Academy, Dhake, Banglodesh
Present Posilion - Freclance Artist

Studio - 42 Rup lal Das Lane, Shambazar, Nthaka- 1100, Bangladesh, Tel : 236474,
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9th Solo Painting Exhibition

2nd to 13th March 1999

Gallery 21
765 Saimasjid Road Dhanmaondi Dhaka-1209 Bangladesh
Tel # 814716 Fax # 880-2-8880790



